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It is almost superfluous to add that the signs of disease should be recognised by the owner long before the condition of the animal reaches this stage.
In dealing with this disease it will be readily understood that the udder of the affected animal is the most important organ to be considered in the control of the milk supplies. The disease does not, as a rule, infect this
FIG. 2,
Hy courtesy of the United Dairies Ltd, A Tuberculous Udder.
organ until an advanced stage has been reached, On the other hand, tubercle bacilli have been demonstrated in milk from udders which show no perceptible evidence of the disease, while the organisms may be present in sufficiently large numbers in the milk from such udders to render the product highly dangerous to the consumer. It should also be remembered that the presence of these organisms in the milk is not constant, but
FIG. 3.
By courtesy of the United Dairies Ltd. Section of Tuberculous Udder.
varies from day to day. In the udder, either one or both hind-quarters are first affected, The affected quarter begins to swell, the swelling being hard and painless. As the disease advances the growth steadily progresses and the swelling may be irregular, knotty, or well-defined. The swollen part is usually very hard, and, owing to the excessive growth of fibrous .tissue, the affected quarter may become completely indurated. After milking the